
 

        
 
 

THERE ARE ALWAYS WORDS 
[non] Festival of Popular (and Unpopular) Stories  

 
Opening October 6 at 6.00 p.m. – Palazzo Podestarile – Montelupo Fiorentino (FI) 

 

October 6 – November 30, 2018 
various sites 

Montelupo Fiorentino – Capraia e Limite – Montespertoli (FI) 
 

Press release 

 
 

There Are Always Words. [non]Festival of Popular (and Unpopular) Stories is the first ‘diffuse’ 
Festival on the theme of narratives and storytelling, which gives centre stage to people and their 
stories of everyday life. From October 6 to November 30, three of the Municipalities of the 
Empolese Valdelsa – Montelupo Fiorentino, Capraia e Limite and Montespertoli (FI) – will be the 
protagonists of some public performances that, through narration and therefore listening, seeks 
to reconstruct connections within communities, affirming and strengthening empathy. In our 
current world, where interpersonal relationships are filtered by virtual communications, bringing 
to light common, everyday stories becomes the means for people to find, listen to, and recognise 
each other. A [non]Festival where the live, storytelling word is the heart and soul of the project, 
the contemporary instrument for valorising local and regional identities.  
Pursuing the scientific guidelines of the Diffuse Museum – theorised in the 1970s by the French 
museologists Georges Henri Riviére and Hugues de Varine, who replaced traditional parameters 
with those of heritage, territory, and community – the Sistema Museale Museo Diffuso Empolese 
Valdelsa and Yab Association, the promoters of the project, have as their objective the 
musealization of the community.   The idea of the Festival was formulated by Andrea Zanetti, who 
is its artistic director, together with Cinzia Compalati.   
The initiative will take place through three events, from October to the end of November.  The 
series will begin with J.O.B.S. Join Our Blended Stories. An Exhibition of Working Peoples' Stories, 
at the Palazzo Podestarile of Montelupo Fiorentino, from October 6 to December 16, curated by 
Andrea Zanetti (in collaboration with the Cgil, Cisl, and Uil of Florence). An exhibition where the 
world of work is directly recounted by working people, through the objects that represent their 
trades, reinterpreted in the display of pieces by 16 contemporary artists.  
From 9 to 11 November the series of events moves into live performances, with Citizens' Stories, 
at Capraia e Limite (various sites). The inhabitants of these places, accompanied by actors, will 
share their stories with live audiences, in a convivial exchange of words and emotions.  
As the closing performance, on November 30 Ginevra Di Marco will pesent Popular narratives, a 
unique concert/production inspired by citizens' stories.  The research work and refinement of this 
Tuscan artist encounter stories of the community, and re-read them in a musical key. In parallel 
coordination, ten classes of students from the Empolese Valdelsa area will follow Ginevra's 
production, and will become its bloggers, through the guided use of social networks.  



 

The principal characteristic of There Are Always Words is the innovation:  it is a ‘diffuse’ Festival, 
in terms of both time and space; a Festival without ‘big names’, which reverses roles, making 
citizens the protagonists; its objective is to transform the community into a live museum; it is a 
series of events that can be rearranged and reproduced in other places.   
It is a Festival [non] Festival where the community becomes the actor, and at the same time the 
playing stage itself.  Even the chosen sites – from the gym to the Centre for Shipbuilding and 
Rowing, from the citizens' homes to the association offices, from the kilns to the museums – play a 
fundamental role in the regenerative process of individual and regional identity. A Festival that 
makes its "non" the positive thrust toward the codification of contemporary complexities, and of 
the extraordinary quality of daily life.  
 
 

The sections of the Festival 
There Are Always Words. [non]Festival of Popular (and Unpopular) Stories 
 
The Exhibition 
J.O.B.S. Join Our Blended Stories. Exhibition of Working People's Stories 
 
Opening October 6, 2018 at 6 p.m. 
 
October 7 – December 16, 2018 
Montelupo Fiorentino (FI) - Palazzo Podestarile – Via Baccio da Montelupo 43 
 
Curated by Andrea Zanetti 
in collaboration with CGIL, CISL and UIL Florence 
 
Artists: Emiliano Bagnato, Cristina Balsotti, Carolina Barbieri, Lorenzo Devoti, Sabina Feroci, Paolo Fiorellini, 
Lorena Huertas, Stefano Lanzardo, Roberta Montaruli, Enrica Pizzicori, Aurora Pornin, Francesco Ricci, 
Eleonora Roaro,  Francesco Siani, Stefano Siani, Zino (Luigi Franchi). 

Workers: Emanuele Batelli, Antonella Benucci, Giuseppe Cascio, Antonio Ciampi, Tiziana Costoli, Barbara 

Daly, Silvia Desideri, Filippo Esposito, Francesca Fabbri, Annalisa Ferrara, Nicola Giusti, Thomas Langneble, 

Meri Ninci,  Tito Paroli, Maria Rosa Salerno 
 

Today's world of work.  Precariousness, uncertainty, silence, and the future that doesn't arrive.  
The realisation of one's self.  Contemporary families, loans, pensions, grandchildren.  Non-families, 
loneliness.  Relationships.  How much could be written and told about the world, or rather, the 
worlds, of working people today!  How many stories of difficulties, successes or deprivations, 
could we recount, based on the daily life chronicles that we read.  The markets, globalisation, 
networks, innovation, manual skills; working people who resist, and those who do not exist. The 
disillusioned eyes of pensioners, and the resigned ones of their children. But also the eyes of those 
who have achieved success, with or without going through struggles. The hands of those who get 
dust on themselves every day, or the swiftly moving hands of those who touch computer keys.  
The exhibition interprets individual stories of working people, embracing the complexity of the 
contemporary world of work. Sixteen artists interpret, with the realisation of an unedited 
artwork, the story of a worker. The workers in the exhibition carry objects, each of which 
identifies their type of employment; through the story of the individual worker the object –with a 
QR code – speaks in the first person, telling the personal story of the man or woman who has 
chosen it. An exhibition that puts working person in direct relationships with artists, requiring 
them to create an exchange of empathy, of words, and of emotions. The objects become the 



 

means by which a relationship can be constructed, as well as the plastic icon that ‘flanks’ the 
artists' displayed works. Following the model of the Museum of Broken Relationships of Zagreb 
(https://brokenships.com), the objects are the real protagonists of the exhibition, as the visual and 
oral representations of the individual stories, and as the creative spark for the artists.  The story of 
the contemporary complexity of the world of work, through the intimacy of words, thoughts, and 
hopes. A collective exhibiton, in the true sense of the word:  the works are born from the words of 
a story, and challenge individual complexity to become collective, in acts of sharing.   
 

 There Are Always Words  
Citizens' Stories 
9-10-11 november 2018 
Capraia e Limite (FI)  - Centre for Shipbuilding and Rowing, Gymnasium, Rowing Hall, Lungarno 
(starting from the Società Cannottieri Limite), Pasquinucci Kiln,  Associations, Citizens' Homes 

 

During the three days from 9th through 11th November, at Capraia e Limite, people will listen to 
citizens' stories. Chosen through an open call to the entire area, they will be directly staged by the 
inhabitants, three different ones for each meeting, with the dramaturgical support of actors from 
the Empolese Valdelsa district. The narrative thread will be the temporal axis which always 
distinguishes the stories of specific places:  tales of emigrants, tales of elderly people, of families, 
of children, of immigrants who have arrived during the past few decades. The theme is life, an 
almost ‘free’ theme, yet at the same time full of reasons, of causes and effects. The aim is to shine 
light on a community that rediscovers the pleasure of sharing its stories through the extraordinary 
quality of everyday life, in order to confront not only its own memories, but also the codification 
of the present, thus accepting the challenge of the contemporary cutting edge as an objective, but 
employing the noble art of the word as an instrument.  
 

Along with the theatrical moments, spontaneous narrations are scheduled: these will be the fruit 
of our natural capacity to tell stories and to listen to them, in a convivial atmosphere.  
Refreshments and dinners will take place, during which visitors will encounter citizens' stories, 
tasting regional food products or typical recipes of the local gastronomic tradition.  
 

During the three-day sequence, three artistic performances dedicated to the story will be 
performed.  Each one will involve the audience even more.    
I Wish, by Stefano Lanzardo, a portrait photography project in which citizens recount their current 
desire concerning the place where they live, and their sense of community. The portraits will 
create a work in progress, which will construct photograph after photograph, ending with its self-
destruction, giving everyone the chance to withdraw his or her own portrait.   
I Tell, by Francesco Siani, best described as an installation/sculpture, in which citizens will freely 
record their stories.  An interactive artwork, which will serve to establish the foundational nucleus  
of a Sound Archive of Contemporary Memory.   
A Mile In My Shoes (Along the Arno) – Homage to the Empathy Museum of London: a stroll along 
the banks of the Arno will make it possible to listen to several stories from the archive of the 
Empathy Museum, in the actual shoes of the people who have lived those stories.  International 
stories, but linked to local areas by the common thread of empathy.  
 

    
 
 



 

Ginevra Di Marco:  Music and Popular Tradition  
Popular Narratives  
Concert-Event - 30 November, 2018 at 9 p.m. 
Montespertoli (FI), I Lecci Wine Culture Centre – Via Lucardese 74 
 
Montespertoli and music are an already familiar duo: located in an area of renowned theatrical 
and lyric traditions, the city that gave birth to the famous tenor Amedeo Bassi is synonymous with 
music. Likewise, the identity of Montespertoli – gateway to the Chianti – is connected to popular 
and material culture, those resources of local knowledge that the earth passes down from 
germination to germination.  It is in this context that Ginevra Di Marco and her musicians will 
create a new production for Montespertoli, made of the music and stories of the local inhabitants, 
which will come together in the premiere concert of 30 November.  
Free admission. Reservation required writing name, surname and phone number to 
info@museiempolesevaldelsa.it. The reservation is valid only after receiving written confirmation 
from the Festival. 
 
This final act of the Festival will also offer the occasion to design and organise an educational 
project for the entire Empolese Valdelsa territory.  Early middle school students will work, with the 
assistance of teachers and educational workers, as bloggers and narrators of the project. If on the 
one hand they will have the chance to encounter and interact with an artist of national renown, 
on the other they will become, with the supervision and accompaniment of adults, self-aware 
users of social networks, which instead of posing a "danger" will assume a formative, educational, 
and documentary role, as well as giving students an experience to remember "as grown-ups."  
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WHO WE ARE 
 
The MuDEV (Museo Diffuso Empolese Valdelsa) is a cultural network project which unites the eleven 
individual Municipalities of Empolese Valdelsa. This is an area of 753 square kilometres in central Tuscany, 
with 167,000 permanent residents. It hosts over 1 million overnight stays by tourists and 300,000 annual 
admissions to the museums in the region. 
To date, 21 museums make up the network. Its overarching aim is to ensure that they all fall within the 
requirements of the Integrated Culture Plans (PIC) of the Tuscany Region, thereby cementing the scientific, 
managerial and promotional collaboration of the museums themselves. 
The MuDEV is based on the theories expounded by two French museologists, Georges Henri Riviére and 
Hugues de Varine. In 1971 they coined the phrase ‘diffused museum’ and introduced three new 
parameters that built upon traditional museum foundations. The concept of the building itself was replaced 
by an acknowledgement of the whole territory, the collection by the idea of cultural heritage and the public 
was replaced by the concept of community. These are the three fundamental concepts on which the 
museum system focuses its research, which is updated through inclusion, participation, accessibility and 
experimentation. 
Visits can be made by purchasing individual tickets for each museum or with the purchase of The Art 
Pilgrim’s Passport. This is a unique ticket, inspired by The Via Francigena Credential Certificate and gives 
access to each of the 21 museums for a year. 
It costs just 15 euros (compared to a total of 52 euros for 21 single entries) and is also available in a ‘family’ 
version, which costs 35 euros for 2 adults and up to 3 children. 
 
MuDEV - Empolese Valdelsa diffused museum: 
Capraia e Limite: Centro Espositivo della Cantieristica e Canottaggio 
Castelfiorentino: Museo di Santa Verdiana, BeGo Museo Benozzo Gozzoli 
Cerreto Guidi: MuMeLoc Museo della Memoria Locale 
Certaldo: Casa di Boccaccio, Palazzo Pretorio, Museo del chiodo 
Empoli: Museo della Collegiata, Casa del Pontormo, MUVE Museo del Vetro 
Fucecchio: Museo Civico 
Gambassi Terme: Mostra permanente del vetro 
Montaione: Gerusalemme di San Vivaldo, Museo Civico 
Montelupo Fiorentino: Museo della Ceramica, Museo Archeologico 
Montespertoli: Museo di Arte Sacra, Museo Amedeo Bassi, Museo della Vite e del Vino 
Vinci: Museo Leonardiano, Casa Natale di Leonardo 
 
Contacts: 
www.museiempolesevaldelsa.it 
Facebook www.facebook.com/mudevmuseodiffuso (#MuDEV) 
Instagram www.instagram.com/mudevmuseodiffuso (#MuDEV) 
YouTube http://bit.ly/youtubemudev 
 
 

SISTEMA MUSEALE MUSEO DIFFUSO EMPOLESE VALDELSA  
CONVENZIONE TRA I COMUNI DI CAPRAIA E LIMITE, CASTELFIORENTINO, CERRETO GUIDI, CERTALDO,  

EMPOLI, FUCECCHIO, GAMBASSI TERME, MONTAIONE, MONTELUPO FIORENTINO, MONTESPERTOLI, VINCI 

 

Sede  amministrativa: Comune di Montelupo Fiorentino, Viale Cento Fiori, 34  

Sede operativa: Museo della Ceramica, Piazza Vittorio Veneto, 11 - 50056 Montelupo Fiorentino (FI) - Ph. 0571/51087 – 51352  

cf e piva: 00614510485 – comune.montelupo-fiorentino@postacert.toscana.it 

www.museiempolesevaldelsa.it 
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